Catholic Alumni Clubs International

Great Northwest Adventure
Spokane, Washington

July 21 - July 27, 2019!!
Post Convention
July 27 - 30

Our Centennial Hotel Spokane is top rated

Lake Spokane

Riverfront Park

Plan now to join the fun and excitement of the 60th annual Convention/Vacation of Catholic Alumni Clubs
International that will be based in Spokane, Washington from Sunday, July 21 to Saturday morning,
July 27, 2019. With the Convention theme of "The Great Northwest Adventure" CACers from coast to coast
will enjoy a week of exploring a unique region of the U.S. with special tours, social activities, great
food, shopping, daily liturgy, and friendships old and new, and much more. A Post Convention tour is planned
July 27 - July 30 to the North Cascades National Park.
Our convention hotel will be The Centennial, a 411-room, 12 -story facility located on the banks of the Spokane
River in the city's downtown. It recently completed a $12 million renovation and includes an on-site restaurant
and bar, indoor and outdoor swimming pools, exercise center, and business center, as well as an espresso
café serving Starbucks products. All rooms include a microwave, refrigerator, and flat-screen television as well
as hair dryers. Parking is free and a car rental agency is located near the hotel (in addition to eight such
agencies at the airport). The Spokane International Airport is just 15 minutes from the hotel and is served
by major airlines including Delta, American, United, Southwest, Alaskan and Frontier. Direct daily flights are
available from nearly twenty major cities including Chicago, Minneapolis, Denver, Dallas, Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Seattle and Salt Lake. A complementary airport shuttle is available to and from the hotel.
The convention week package includes six nights at the hotel, five special buffet breakfasts, four hotel banquet
dinners, a private dinner cruise on Lake Coeur d'Alene, dances, receptions, after hours parties, liturgies and
much more.
A highlight of the convention week will be a narrated twilight
dinner cruise on beautiful Lake Coeur d'Alene on Monday
evening. The lake is located in Idaho thirty miles east of
Spokane and has been identified by National Geographic
magazine as "one of the world's five most beautiful
lakes." There will also be a brief time to visit some of the
quaint shops in the village of Coeur d'Alene.
Village of Coeur d'Alene

Lake Coeur d'Alene Sunset

Several tours are planned for our week of Great Adventures (see enclosed
flyer for complete details and registrations). On Sunday and Monday, a threehour escorted "Age of Elegance" tour will introduce you to the Spokane
region and its history and visit the Bing Crosby home and Museum; and also
the Manito Park, rated as one of the top 25 botanical gardens in the US noted
for its formal French Renaissance Garden, Rose Garden, Perennial Garden
and flower-filled conservatory.

Bing Crosby Home and Museum

The late vocalist and film star Bing
Crosby is a "favorite son" of Spokane
who grew up near and attended
Gonzaga University.
At the convention, you can learn how
he got the name and visit his childhood
home and museum.

Japanese Gardens at Monito Park

Duncan Gardens at Monito Park

Monday evening, we travel to Idaho and the Lake Coeur d'Alene dinner
cruise and see the beautiful lakeside mansions, the famous "floating
green" on the local championship golf course, and hopefully eagles and
osprey.
Lake Coeur d'Alene Dinner Cruise

Tuesday will feature a visit to three of the city's oldest and largest churches,
including the Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes founded by Jesuit
missionaries in 1881. Also on Tuesday, a walking tour of some of the
historical highlights in downtown will be available. On Thursday morning, a
90-minute professionally-guided river-rafting float trip on the Spokane River
will be available. This will be a float trip and only your feet should get wet!
Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes

On Wednesday, we will tour to the Grand Coulee Dam with visit to the dam's visitor center to learn about the
structure’s role in providing power for the creation of the atomic bomb in WWII;
and then drive over the dam and tour its inside After lunch, we will travel to the
Dry Falls, the remains of an Ice Age waterfalls that is one of the greatest
geological features in history. The falls were more than three times as large as
present day Niagara Falls. Also on Wednesday, a Whitewater Rafting Adventure
will be available on the Clark River in Montana (see information below.)
Grand Coulee Dam

Thursday will offer a bus tour to two of
Washington's oldest wineries where
you can observe the entire process
from the grapes in the vineyard to the
wine in the bottles.

That same day (Thursday) we will
offer a walking tour to some of the
many draft breweries in downtown
Spokane.

Friday's tour will be unique. We will travel to northern
Idaho to visit the area that was the world's richest silver
mining region in the 1880's. This will include a brief hardhat entry into an abandoned mine. . .
Hard-hat entry into a silver mine

. . . and to an actual bordello that did not close until 1987.

Oasis Bordello Museum

This tour will also stop at the Cataldo Mission which was
built by Jesuit missionaries and native tribes in 1853 and is
now the oldest structure in the state of Idaho.

Cataldo Mission

“Some Serious Adventure in the Northwest!"
Special additions to our Northwest adventures will take place on Wednesday and Saturday.
Comments from Mike Coogan, CACI White Waterin' and Zip Linin'' Coordinator: "Get ready for some serious,
no foolin' uncompromising Whitewater Rafting Adventures on the Clark Fork River in Montana, class II-III
rapids with plenty of rapids in between await you on this full day of whitewater. An all-you-can-eat lunch buffet
is included. We excitedly jump into the raft late morning and get plucked out of the water, soaked, exhausted
and breathing heavily late afternoon. This is not your grandfather's (or grandmother's) whitewater rafting
trip. Scheduled for Wednesday, July 24.
"Enjoy a world-class Zip Lining Adventure that you'll be talking about for years! Seven amazing thrill lines and
two thrilling sky bridges highlight your day of zip lining. Approximately 3.5 hours from check-in to check-out,
perched above Beauty Bay. And the zip line company boasts a comfortable statistic ---a full 78 percent of
those whom do this zip lining course do not lose consciousness! (Scheduled for Saturday, July 27 - which may
require an extra night at the convention hotel - or planning a “red eye" flight out of Spokane").

For further information contact:
Convention Coordinators: Don Luebbering Phone: 513-574-8573 email: donluebbering@fuse.net
Jim Stammerman Phone: 502-263-3793 email: jstammer64@aol.com
Reservations:
Mary Arranz
Phone: 610-251-0955
email : caci.spokane.reservation@gmail.com
Post Convention:
Mike Kappel Phone: 618-397-2320 email: mikek21798@aol.com

Post Convention
North Cascades Adventure
July 27- July 30, 2019

Great Northwest Adventure
Spokane, Washington
July 21 - July 27, 2019!!

Spokane River

Centennial Hotel Spokane

Jundt Art Museum

CACI - Great Northwest Adventure - 2019
c/o Mary Arranz
16 Chetwynd Rd.
Paoli, PA 19301

Riverside Park – Downtown Spokane

Riverside Park – Downtown Spokane

Entryway - Jundt Art Museum

